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Basics of Voice Heraldry 

 

Types of Voice Heraldry 

- Court heraldry - pre-appointed, pre-scripted, conducting business on the part of pointy 

hats 

- Tourney heraldry - set script, communication point between marshals/lists and 

fighters/populace 

- Announcement heraldry - impromptu, giving people essential information during an 

event 

 

Before You Herald 

- Bring a pen and paper to write down anything you might forget 

- Get a cup of water or other non-alcoholic refreshment to keep yourself hydrated 

- Check the pronunciation of any names you're unfamiliar with (write them down if 

necessary) 

- Triple check with the person in charge that the information you have is current and 

accurate 

 

How to be Heard 

- Stand with the majority of the group in front of you, higher up than them if possible, 

and with the wind at your back if possible 

- After your initial 'oyez', wait a moment for people to quiet down so you don't have to 

push your voice over all the noise 

- Stand up straight, and breathe from your diaphragm 

- Keep your voice comfortably low pitched 

- Lengthen your vowels, emphasise your consonants, and speak more slowly than 

normal 

- Sing rather than shouting - focus on a full, sustained sound rather than a loud one 

- If your voice is getting tired, take a break 

 

  



 Gwen verch David, 02/2017  

Common Problems 

- What if people don't stop talking during my announcement? 

Pause in the middle of a sentence, and wait for them to stop. Among most SCA audiences, if 

a herald is obviously waiting to speak, the populace will generally peer pressure any talkers 

into being quiet. 

 

- What if people aren't reacting to my announcement? 

They probably didn't hear you. Repeat the announcement, possibly from a different location 

 

- What if someone asks me a question and I just announced the answer? 

They probably didn't hear you. Repeat the announcement, possibly from a different location 

 

- What if someone asks me a question I don't know the answer to? 

Go with them to the person in charge, then announce the answer. If one person asked you, 

more people are probably wondering 

 

- What if I announce something that's wrong? 

As soon as you find out the correct information, yell it out loud and clear. For example: "The 

EARLIER announcement that the lists open at THREE PM was INCORRECT! Lists open at 

TWO THIRTY PM! Once again, lists do NOT open at THREE PM, lists open at TWO 

THIRTY PM." 

 

- What if I say someone's name wrong? 

Apologise to them privately and get it right next time. People don't mind too much. 

 

- What if I can't tell if the fighters are male or female? 

'Good gentles' is a gender neutral alternative to 'my lords', 'my ladies', or 'my lord and my 

lady' 

 

- What if I can't remember which fighter is who? 

Ask someone nearby - someone will generally know them 


